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lyy Resident Vice President Anna Sokolowski

Dear Readers,

October is here. The month of October throughout the U.S. is Polish American Heritage
Month. Those of Polish decent, organizations, schools, churches, libraries and cultural
groups around the country will recognize, remember, and celebrate Polish American
Heritage. Polish Americans have made strong contributions to American culture in
virtually every field of endeavor, including literature, technology and music, of which we
can be proud. Faith in God and love of liberty are values that Poles have cherished for
centuries. Let's not forget two Polish freedom fighters - Tadeusz Kosciuszko and Kazimierz
Pulaski - who fought during the American Revolutionary War. Later, we had another hero -
His Holiness John Paul Il - and we still have Lech Walesa, who has come to symbolize
hope, justice, and human dignity around the world. Right now Poland is a strong ally of the
U.S., not only in business and arts, but also in Operation Iraqi Freedom, in global efforts to
combat terrorism and provide troops for this cause. So, let's take time from our daily
routine to pay attention to our heritage and work for a better life for our children.

October is also National Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Breast Cancer is the second
leading cause of cancer death in women, after lung cancer. | encourage all of you, yes, |
mean men, too, to do what you can to spread the awareness about Breast Cancer. To lower
your risk of dying of this disease there are several different tests that can be performed:
mammography, breast exams and self breast exams. If you haven't had a mammogram this
year, please schedule one. Early detection is the key to surviving breast cancer. Get tested
regularly! This October take notice of Breast Cancer and then take action!

September started with the
Annual Taste of Polonia, which
was held in Chicago on the Labor
Day weekend. It has grown into
one the Chicago’s largest cultural
events. This event features
handicrafts, artistic exhibits,
musical performances, cultural
displays, community organizations
and businesses, as well as great
Polish food and beverages. The
highlight of this event was the
performance of PRCUA’s "Polonia"
Dancers. The Copernicus Theatre
was full as the dancers did a
tribute to Polish folk culture with
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Dir. Anna Krysinski with Polonia Dancers at the Taste of Poland

regional Polish dances and songs. After each
dance the audience applauded loudly, they were
very impressed. The dances were beautiful to
watch, especially in their very colorful costumes.
I'd like to compliment Polonia for their beautiful
more than an hour concert. I also commend
Director Anna Krysinski and very talented
choreographer, Cecylia Roznowski, for their hard
work, dedication and promoting Polish pride and
traditions among all Polish Americans. Keep up
the good work.

On September 6-9, my husband and I,
Pres. Wallace Ozog with his wife, Joann, Michael
Crissey of the Membership Dept. and Jenny
Crissey, Exec. Asst., attended the 121st Annual
Meeting of the National Fraternal Congress of

Aurora & Alicia Marron with Jolanta Wisnicki,
School Board, John Paul 11 Polish Language
School, Lemont, IL at Taste of Chicago

America in Pittsburgh, PA.
The theme was "Bridging
Heritage with Innovation."
We attended several work-
shops that were educational
and informative on how to
use our heritage as a
foundation for innovation.
We discussed the importance
| of best business practices,
| such as strategic planning,
how to relate to our societies
and the importance of our
own involvement in our
organizations. It is up to us
to make our organization
successful. To grow, we

(front, I-r) Michael Crissey, President Wallace and First Lady Joann Ozog
at the NFCA Annual Meeting

ourselves must lead with our fraternal advantage and focus
on our fraternal communities, create opportunities for our
members to come together for greater growth and success.

We should ask ourselves -

"Do you know why our

organization became successful?” In order to be successful
we should focus on ourselves. It is up to us to promote and
be more involved in our organizations. If we do not do it -

who will?

After we returned from Pittsburgh, we rushed to the
Benefit Dinner for the Bishop Abramowicz Seminary. This
year marks the 8th Anniversary of the Seminary. At the
Banquet, Chicago's Archbishop, His Eminence Francis

Joan Smuda, Bishop Thomas Paprocki, Barbara Otto and Resident Voce
President Anna Sokolowski at Bishop Abramowicz Seminary Banquet

PRCUA Director
of District 8
Krystyna Lech,
PRCUA First Lady
Joann Ozog and
Henriette Rocks at
the Bishop
Abramowicz
Seminary
Banquet

(L-r) PRCUA Pres. W. Ozog, PNA Pres. F. Spula, PRCUA V.P. A. Sokolowski
with Ewa and Pawel Pietrasienski, Acting General Consul of Poland

Cardinal George, was presented
with the Caritas Christi Award.
This award is presented each
year to a person, parish, group or
institution that exemplifies
openness to diversity in ministry,
sensitivity to culture, giving of
self and service to Polonia and
the Archdiocese of Chicago. It
was Cardinal George who
established the Bishop
Abramowicz Seminary, where
young seminarians recruited
from Poland could receive
spiritual formation while
studying English and becoming
familiar with American culture
and with the Church in Chicago.

His Eminence
Francis Cardinal George

They are in training to become priests who will serve in the
Archdiocese of Chicago. (Continued on page 7)
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