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Dear Readers,

Well, it's that time of the year again - January. As January rolls around for many of us it has
become a habit to change our lives. January is always a time to make a New Year resolution. All over
the world, people look forward to the fresh start that the New Year promises. It is time for exercise,
time to toss away the old habits and reveal something new in ourselves. At first, we all look forward
to change with plenty of enthusiasm, attitude, and open minds. Unfortunately, many of us gradually
find ourselves unable to maintain the resolutions we set for ourselves. Change is not easy, change is
risky, change requires commitment, but change is freedom. So, accept it, revel in it, work on it, know
your challenges, but also know your rewards. Doing something new or challenging always makes it
worthwhile. In the New Year, may | suggest that you start by reviewing your life insurance
certificates. If you encountered any major life events this past year, you may need to review your life
insurance. If you have had a baby, purchased a house, or a second home, you may need to reevaluate
your life insurance to protect your family in the event of your untimely demise. If you were married or
divorced you may need to update beneficiaries, as well as review coverage amounts. If you purchased
a policy 10 years ago, it's time to upgrade. Otherwise, the death benefit may not be sufficient to cover
expenses and still leave enough for your loved ones when you are gone. Start the New Year off by
kicking those bad habits. Give up smoking, and you can save on life insurance premiums and with all
the money you'll save by not buying cigarettes, you can buy more life insurance coverage. Slimming
down and leading a healthy life style with regular exercise reduces your risk of developing life
threatening conditions and therefore your risk to the insurer. This may also contributes to lower
premiums!

As 2008 rolls around PRCUA will celebrate its 135th Anniversary. The New Year always brings a
chance for all of us to reflect on where we have been, where we want to be in the future and how are
we going to accomplish this goal? As an Anniversary present to PRCUA, let's all make a commitment
to make a diligent effort to increase overall membership in our organization. Promote the importance
of joining the PRCUA. Please tell your family, friends and neighbors about us. Membership
strengthens and provides more fraternal benefits to you, our members. As a fraternal organization we
provide members with a variety of life insurance and annuity products. On our website
www.prcua.org you will find information on the PRCUA portfolio of life insurance, traditional
annuities and IRAs, as well as other member benefits. Let's start the New Year with a bang and by
bringing in a new member to our organization!

The end of November and the month of December were
filled with all kinds of activities and Christmas festivities.
On November 24, the 36th Annual Cinderella-Prince
Charming Ball was held at beautiful Bobak's Signature
Events at Woodridge, IL. After the dinner, the program
began. The Candidates - young men wearing tuxedos and
young ladies wearing flowing snow white gowns - escorted
by their proud parents, entered the ballroom as their names
were announced and a brief resume was read. Then the
candidates waltzed around the ballroom. The dance was
performed with originality; the audience was engrossed with
visual beauty and drama, which left them breathless. At
the end, a thunderous ovation broke out. The crisp, superb
choreography took weeks of preparation under the watchful |
and professional eyes of the very talented choreographer |
Misia Jaminski

and musical
director Richard Cinderella Elizabeth Kopinski and
Jaminski. Next, His Prince Charming Joshua Mielcarek
Excellency Bishop Thomas Paprocki, Aux. Bishop of
Chicago, blessed the crowns for the new Cinderella and
Prince Charming. President Wallace Ozog, Secretary-
Treasurer Josephine Szarowicz and | had the pleasure of
picking the winners from the special see-through box
{ containing envelopes with the names of all the Candidates.
The 2008 winners are Cinderella Elizabeth Mary Kopinski,
Runner-Up Cinderella Camilla Chorzepa, Prince Charming
Joshua Raymond Mielcarek, and Runner-Up David Simon
Lyzbicki.

After the crowning of the royal couple, the official dance

M. Konopnicka Adult Culture Group Pres. Ed
Muszalski presenting roses to Choreographer
Misia Jaminski

The 2008
Cinderella and
Prince Charming
and Runner-Ups
with PRCUA
Executive
Officers and
members of the
M. Konopnicka
Adult Culture
Group

and photo session, everyone joined
the crowd in dancing. Those of us,
who were too exhausted from all
this dancing, could just sit and
watch or chat with friends. A special
thank you goes to the organizing
committee: the M. Konopnicka
Adult Culture Group, who worked
hard to ensure the success of this
event from start to finish. It took
lots of time to make this elegant
Ball, with over 500 guests in X
attendance, such a success. Thank .
you for all of your hard work. You did Runner-Ups Cgmllla F:hc_)rzepa
a fantastic job! Congratulations and and David Lyzbicki
best wishes to all the Candidates. Without doubt, you are an
outstanding group of young
adults. Thank you for your
i} commitment and dedication
and may you always have
good health, prosperity and
happiness. Our
congratulations to the new
Cinderella and Prince
Charming. May you always be
proud of who you are, and
may the coming year be
magical. | should not forget
/ the past year's Cinderella
i — — " Monika Balenda and Prince
Irena and Victoria Gavaghan with  Charming Andrew Zwolinski.
Res. V. P. Anna Sokolowski at the Ball Thank you so much for
representing the PRCUA at
social and religious functions with pride and commitment. District
#7, #8 and #9 National Directors - Lillian Stempinski, Robert
Bugielski, Krystyna Lech, James Rustik, and Elizabeth Grabowski
and their spouses were also present. Everyone is invited to attend
next year's Ball on November 22, 2008. All the proceeds from this
elegant event go to scholarships for all of the Cinderella and Prince
Charming candidates.

(L-r)
Robert
Gorny,
Sharon
Zago,

Anna
Sokol-

owski

and

Paul

Odrobina
V.P.s of
four
Chicago
Polish
fraternals

On November 28, | attended a special meeting at PWA
Headquarters for the Vice Presidents of Polish Fraternal
Organizations: Sharon Zago, Polish Women's Alliance; Paul
Odrobina, Polish National Alliance; and Robert Gorny, Polish
Falcons. The purpose was to schedule and coordinate events
sponsored by all four Chicago-area fraternals. So far, we planned:
Polish Night at the White Sox, Polish Day at Six Flags Great
America and a Youth Bowling Tourny. Details will be forthcoming
shortly. Special thanks go to Sharon Zago for hosting this meeting
and luncheon.

December is very busy. It started with the PRCUA quarterly
board meeting on the evening of Friday, Nov. 30 and continued on
Sat., Dec. 1. After the meeting, we attended Mass, celebrated by
PRCUA Chaplains Fr. Walter Ptak, Fr. Anthony Ilwuc and Msgr.
Stanley Milewski, followed by dinner at the local restaurant where
we shared Oplatek. The next day, Executive Officers and spouses
attended the IL/IND Women's Division Oplatek. During the
luncheon Mieczyslaw Dzis, accompanist of Polonia Dancers
entertained us with Christmas music on his accordion. It was so
nice to see so many members and guests who attended the event
sponsored by District #7. Also present at this event were PRCUA
National Directors and their spouses and/or families - District# 7,
Lillian Stempinski and Robert Bugielski; District #8, Krystyna
Lech and Jim Rustik; District # 9, Elizabeth Grabowski; as well as
V.P Robert Bielenda and his lovely wife, (Continued on page 7)
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