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Dear Readers,

The month of May is here and it has long been dedicated to Mary, the Mother of God. During
May, in every corner of the world, people pay moving and faithful tribute to her life and motherhood.
Would you consider praying the Rosary, or the Hail Mary more often during the month? This month
we also honor our Mothers. Once a year, Moms everywhere get a chance to kick back, relax and
hopefully think about themselves for a change. Motherhood is giving birth to a human being, caring,
nurturing, sacrificing and loving. Motherhood is more than hard work; it is a labor of love.

| do not think that we can ever repay our Moms for their wisdom, sacrifice, strength and
unconditional love. For all the wonderful things our Moms do, we say Thank You! We pray that those
who are still with us may have every joy and comfort in living their vocation. And we pray that those
who have died may have the eternal reward for their many labors. Happy Mother’s Day to all Mothers
and to all other women who are "Mothers" to others.
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Polonia Dance Ensemble with Dir.
Krysinski, Musical Dir. Dzis and
Teachers

On Thursday, March 26, |1 had
the pleasure to attend the
il Northwest Center of Traditional
Polish Dancing’s practice and
met with the dancers’ parents.
| The young adults of Polonia
| Dance Ensemble were practicing
their dance routines for the
upcoming International Festival
of Polish Folk Dance Ensembles
in Rzeszow, Poland. They were
good, but according to their
instructor “they must be
fabulous” and more practice is
needed. | just know that through their dedication, commitment and love of Polish dancing they will be
fabulous! While meeting with the parents | stressed the importance of belonging to the oldest Polish
organization - PRCUA - celebrating its 135th Anniversary this year. | mentioned all the benefits we
offer: very affordable whole life insurance, term plans, IRA, Roth IRA and Annuities. Since April 15
was just passed, hopefully many took advantage of PRCUA high interest rates and opened a
retirement plan.

Anna Krysinski, PRCUA Insurance Deputy and the Director of Polonia Ensemble, also
encouraged the parents to join. After our meeting we enjoyed good food prepared by the parents and
good conversations. | would like to thank them again for their hospitality, good food and all the
dancers for presenting me with a very beautiful bouquet of flowers.
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Polonia Dance Ensemble dancers who will go to Poland

On Saturday, March
\ 29th, the 74th PRCUA

National Basketball
Tournament hosted by
the Holy Name Society
of Jesus #750 and St.
Hyacinth Society #686
was held in
Cheektowaga, NY. In
this year's tournament

only Six teams
participated: from
Detroit, MI area -
Young St. Stan's,

Boomba Boys, St. Rita
#1 and St. Rita #2;
/from East Chicago, IN -
East Chicago Aces; and
from the Buffalo area -
Mr. Peter’'s Boys. As

\_

2008 PRCUA BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT CHAMPS EAST CHICAGO ACES
of Indiana with PRCUA Secy.-Tres. Joyce Szarowicz, Res. V.P. Anna Sokolowski,
District #2 Director William Nowakowski and V.P. Bob Bielenda

we landed at the Buffalo airport we were greeted by snow flurries,
but later the sun came out and the rest of the weekend was
sunny. On Friday, players arrived and joined all of us at the
hospitality room for refreshments. On Saturday morning, the
Basketball Tournament started and the players and basketball
fans enjoyed the high level of competition. The East Chicago Aces
from IN won the championship after a very good game with Young
St. Stan's from MI. After the games, everyone attended a banquet
at St. Joseph's Country Manor. The food was very delicious and
plentiful. After dinner, the award ceremony was held.
Congratulations to the East Chicago champions and to ALL the
players who took part in the tournament. (See photos on page 6)

This was the first time in PRCUA Basketball Tournament
history that we had so few teams participating. Organizing a
basketball tournament, especially this one, was not easy. We
hoped more teams would participate as in the previous years but
the slow economy and high gas prices kept them away. Sadly,
many members are without work and struggling to keep their
homes and food on the table. On behalf of the PRCUA Fraternal
Department, we want to thank all the teams who participated, we
are so grateful for your support. A very special thank you goes to
the hosting societies, especially to Gary Kazmierczak, his
immediate family, Beverly Raczynski-Tomasi and their committee
who contributed their time, talent, sweat, and love to hosting this
good basketball tournament.. We know there is a lot of work
involved and we all appreciate their efforts so all of us could enjoy
this event. Attending this tournament were PRCUA Executive
Officers Wallace Ozog, Anna Sokolowski, Robert Bielenda
Josephine Szarowicz and their spouses, as well the National
District # 2 Director William Nowakowski. Speaking of sports
tournaments - we are looking for hosts for next year's basketball
and softball tournaments. If you are interested, let us know.

On Sunday, March
30, after arriving back in / \
Chicago, my husband
and | attended the 5th
Anniversary of St. Blase
Polish Catholic Saturday
School Banquet. The
director of this school is
our good friend, Sister
Dorota Damian -
Missionary Sister of
Christ the King. For the \
last 5 years the this

)

school has provided St Blase Polish Catholic School Anniversary
education in Polish Banquet - V.P. Anna Sokolowski; School
language, history, Director Sister Dorota Damian; and Jacek

geography and religion to
almost 700 students. On
behalf of the PRCUA, we
extend the very best wishes to all the teachers, parents and
students for their dedication and sacrifices in bringing our
heritage, language and traditions to the Polish speaking
community. Congratulations and we wish you many more

anniversaries!

/ \ On Saturday, April 5, |

attended a special
meeting with the Parent
and School Board of the
St. Raphael Kalinowski
School. | also observed
observe the practice of
the dancers under the
watchful eye of their
instructor, Natalia
Grabowski. Each year
/ this school's 6th and 7th
grade hold a competition
in Polish history. | was
asked to be a judge in
(Continued on page 7)
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Chaba, Archdiocese of Chicago’s Polish
Youth Ministry Coordinator

o

St Raphael Kalinowski Polish Language
School’s Teacher Krystyna Dudzik and
some of her students

)

Participants in the Polish History Contest
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