Narod Polski

Page 5
December 8, 2008

l)y Resident Vice President Anna Sokolowski

\_

Dear Readers,

The past year has gone by so quickly and once again we are approaching the beautiful
and joyous Christmas season. The holiday spirit brings the best out in people. They seem
kinder and, hopefully, all will be more willing to give their time towards the less fortunate
and share their blessings with those in need, especially during these hard and uncertain
economic times. It is time of loving and forgiving. There are a lot of things happening in
December, there is so much to do at work. Then there is shopping and baking and cleaning
and decorating to do at home. It is time to spend with loved ones in warm homes, enjoying
good food, and exchanging gifts. Please do not let Christmas go by without remembering the
significance of the season. Look beyond the Christmas tree, the lights, the good food and all
the holiday trapping. Let us now, before our calendars get full with things to do, put aside
time each day to look for the Star. Hopefully we can all take a few precious moments out of
our busy schedules to patiently "prepare for the Lord". | trust that everyone will have a very
happy Christmas as we celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. May this Christmas be
a joyous one, not just during this wonderful holiday, but throughout the year!

One of the greatest joys of Christmas is family and friends. It is such a blessing as we
gather by the table and enjoy the traditional Christmas meal together. To make that meal
memorable, | recommend the PRCUA cookbook "Sharing our Best". All the recipes are
clearly written, easy to follow and suitable for many occasions. "Sharing our Best" makes a
great gift - even for a cook who has everything! To order, send a check for $15 (postpaid)
payable to PRCUA Cookbook to: PRCUA, 984 N. Milwaukee Ave, Chicago, IL. 60642

On October 30th, Polish American Heritage month ended with a program organized by
the Polish American Services Committee and the Chicago Public Library, entitled “Life in a
Jar: The Irena Sendler Project.” - a moving tribute to a woman of courage and valor.

Irena Sendler, as | told the audience during this program, was a hero. During WW 11,
greatest tragedy of the 20th century, Irena Sendler committed her life to saving thousands
of children from the certain death faced by so many Polish Jews. This remarkable woman
defied the Nazis and saved 2,500 Jewish children by smuggling them out of the Warsaw
Ghetto to safe hiding places. She found non-Jewish families to adopt them. She didn't know
these children, yet she risked her life for them. When she was discovered, she was arrested
and tortured by the Gestapo. Even so, she did not give up a single child’'s name. She was
sentenced to death, but escaped when friends who managed to bribe her captors.

She survived the war to live a modest life away from the limelight. She did not court
publicity or consider herself to be a hero. When her story was discovered, she was
nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize. She did not receive it, but in the eyes of all of
humanity, she was a HERO. We should all take a lesson from this simple Polish woman.
She was unselfish, cherished human dignity, and inspired hope. Irena Sendler has left an
amazing legacy of unconditional love and a true profile of courage. She showed that even in
the darkest of times, in the worst of places, and at great personal risk, there are courageous
people who stand up when others can't and keep human kindness from being snuffed out.

Her story shows the clear distinction between good and bad. Future generations must
remember past cruelty and hatred and this memory must remind the world that we should
never experience such tragedy again. Only together can we make this world a much better
place in which to live. If you ever go to Warsaw, visit her grave in Powiazki Cemetery and
don't forget to say "thank you" and place a small stone on her grave.

The program was also sponsored by the Polish Consulate in Chicago, where a reception
was held before the event, which was underwritten by 3 Polish fraternals - PRCUA, PNA
and PWAA. Special guests were Norman Conrad, whose students wrote a play and made a
documentary film about Irena, entitled "Life in a Jar" and Megan Stewart-Felt, a former
student and now an actress, who portrayed Irena Sendler in the play, along with Irena
Sendler’s translator, Kinga Krzeminska. "Life in the Jar" began as a National History Day
school project in 1999 at Uniontown High School (Kansas), where Norman Conrad was a
history teacher and Megan Stewart-Felt was a student. For more information, go to:
www.irenasendler.org. Special thank you to Maria Zakrzewska of the Polish American

Services Committee at the Chicago Public
\ Irena Sendler Library for chairing this event.

On October 24th, the first
Mary 'Dozin' with the Dinos!”
Piergiest, overnight outing was held at
PWAA Glos the Field Museum in Chicago.
Polek Editor; 1t was organized by the four

event (I-r)

Norman Polish Fraternals - PRCUA,
Conrad, PNA, PWAA and Polish
Actress  Falcons. This overnight outing
Megan ~Was a unique opportunity for

Stewart-Felt children age 6-12 to spend the
and VP Anna Night at the Field Museum.

Julie Ann Prado,
PRCUA General
Office Supervisor and
her daughter Emily
at ““Dozin’ with the
Dinos™

(Photo: Submitted by
Julie Ann Prado)

night activities, exploration of the Museum's wondrous
exhibitions, including "Inside Ancient Egypt" by flashlight
and, of course, snacks and a very special appearance by
Dino Don! It was an unforgettable, very successful
experience for young people. We are in the process of
planning another outing, since this one was so successful.
We would like to thank everyone who attended this event,
especially PWAA V.P. Sharon Zago for chairing it.

Employee Appreciation Day lunch (I-r) Kevin Ryba, Margaret Kot, Maria
Grzadziel, Jolanta Zachara and Anna Trush

Each October "Employee Appreciation Day" is held for
the employees of the PRCUA and a festive luncheon is
served. Our employees make important contributions to the
success of our organization. The Executive Officers
applaud and appreciate their loyalty, commitment,
dedication and hard work. Our employees are an integral
part of making our business run smoothly and efficiently.
Sometimes we get busy and forget to say "thank you." But a
day like Employee Appreciation Day reminds us that a
simple “thank you” really can make a difference. We are
truly privileged to have dedicated, caring employees at the
PRCUA offices. And a special thank you goes to PRCUA
employees who helped with set up and cleanup - Mary Jane
Robles, Jenny Crissey, Judy Prado, Kasia Budzyn and
Madia Robles.

Speaking of our employees, they
got into the Halloween spirit by ,
expressing their creativity during (£
the 6th Annual Halloween
Pumpkin Carving Contest. The
contest was held among different
departments, including the Polish
Museum of America employees and
volunteers. We feel that this ==
competition encourages pride and Winning pumpkin created by
bonding between employees. None of Treasury Dept.
the carving and
office
decorations
were done
during office
hours. Some
of the [
pumpkins |
were scary,
but all the |
departments
did a terrific |,
job carving \§
(Cont. on
page 7)

General office employees in costumes (Photo: K. Budzyn)
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